Jersey Course


17th & 18th February 2012


Friday 17th February, the WKU chairman Dave Wheatley, Chief Instructor Alan Flook and Kevin Barrett were all booked on a flight to Jersey to take a course for Jersey Wado Ryu (JWR), our affiliated club based in Jersey.

Great things come to those that wait, or so they say, and this was true of our efforts to get to Jersey. After an initial delay (3 hours) with Blue Island we were told that the flight had been cancelled! 

Thankfully the Chief Instructor of JWR, Ryan Lambotte, had taken the day off work and was ready to do all he could to save a long awaited course. Many phone calls and texts between Kevin and Ryan and we were booked again on afternoon flight with Flybe. We eventually arrived at c.16.00 to be met by Ryan in a top of the line 2012 Chevrolet Captiva. Martin Gurren, Managing Director of Freelance Motor Group, the principle sponsors of JWR had kindly supplied the 4X4 to get us around during our stay.  Many thanks to Martin and Sharon, as always it is greatly appreciated.

The efforts by JWR knew no bounds this year as they had booked us into the latest luxury hotel in Jersey situated on the waterfront overlooking the harbour called the Radisson Blu. I can genuinely say that I have never stayed in a hotel with bedrooms and beds as large! The buffet breakfast was outstanding with something for anyone and incredibly fresh.

There was no rest for the wicked and Ryan collected us for the Friday evening session at First Tower School, a small class made up of primarily senior grades with many familiar faces. Amongst those there were Senior Instructor Steven Ahearne, Instructors Graeme Le Feuvre and Ben Hall, not to mention Francesca Loguellou (1st Kyu Student) and many others. As always we were pleased to see Dave Louis, former president of the Jersey Karate Federation, there giving his support and friendship.

At the request of Alan and Dave, Ryan took the training for the Friday with the visiting instructors working with groups and giving valuable advice as and when required. The commitment and effort of those training was 2nd to none with emphasis on ten specific combinations which are used by the club to hone good technique and the fundamental elements of Wado Ryu. During the second half of the training the intensity was stepped up as the students worked in pairs, even Graeme was sweating.

Now when most training sessions are finished the participants leave but Friday was a little different. Steve produced a large birthday cake as it was Ryan’s birthday and there was the usual chorus of “Happy Birthday” followed by some keen interest in getting a slice of cake!

After a good night’s sleep Saturday morning was upon us and the next session was under way, this time Ben did the initial warm up before handing over to Steve who went with his trademark line work followed with some combinations. Dave Wheatley then took over to continue focussing on the basics and driving everyone after which we broke down into groups with Alan taking the Dan grades, Dave the Brown Belts and I took the remainder of the students. 

Time flies when you’re enjoying yourself and before we knew it the training was drawing a close. Then the formalities of the weekend were concluded with presentations made to the 2011 students of the year, these being Ciaron McCutcheon (Senior) and Max Mghee (Junior). Bouquets of flowers were given to Martin’s wife Sharon and to Francesca’s mum Gaynor for their help throughout the year. Steve and Ryan gave the visiting instructors some very nice glass statuettes as a token of their appreciation. In addition to this JWR presented a Shield to WKU to be awarded annually as and when they see fit and to someone who has shown outstanding sporting endeavour.

It was now, at last, time for the WKU to give something back, Graeme Le Feuvre was shocked to be called up and find he had been promoted to Sandan, just in time for his 60th birthday in a couple of weeks. It was then the turn of Ryan and Steve, both were promoted to Yondan in appreciation for their work and continued loyalty to the WKU.

The weekend was completed with an excellent meal at “The Old Smugglers Inn” with all of the Jersey Wado Ryu seniors. I can certainly recommend this 17th century pub as source of good food, great ales and good company.

In summary we would like to thank all those on the island who yet again made our stay so enjoyable, we look forward to our next meeting and hope some of you may be able to make it over to the mainland so we may return the hospitality.
